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Course description
A well-designed AP course in US Government and Politics will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.  This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret US politics and the analysis of specific examples.  It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute US politics.  While there is no single approach that an AP US Government and Politics course must follow, students should become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes.  Certain topics are usually covered in all college courses.  The following is a list of these topics.

I. Constitutional underpinnings of US government (5-15 %)
II. Political beliefs and behaviors (10-20 %)
III. Political parties, interest groups, and mass media (10-20 %)
IV. Institutions of national government (35-40 %)
V. Public policy (5-15 %)
VI. Civil rights and civil liberties (5-15 %)




                                                                                                (AP College Board Course Description)

Grading
Grades are calculated on a cumulative point basis.  Each test, quiz, homework assignment, or project is worth a given number of points according to the quality and level of completion of the work.  At the end of a marking period, a grade average is determined by dividing the total points possible by points earned. 

Syllabus
I. Constitutional underpinnings of US government

A. Foundations of American Government



What is politics?
· Explain the purposes of government 
· Describe how government acquires power 
· Explain the need for active and ongoing change in laws

· Examine the role of government in protecting the rights of the people 
· Divided government:  pros and cons

· Authority and legitimacy

· Compare and contrast the different types of governmental ideology or sources of political power
· Principles of democratic government

· Elite theory vs. pluralism 
· Political socialization 
· Fundamental American values 
· Demographic changes affecting American politics today and in the future
· Ideologies:  Liberalism vs. conservatism 

B. The Constitution 


Discuss the meanings of constitution and constitutional government

· Explain the importance of historical foundations/documents and events that influenced the structure and meaning of the US Constitution
· Describe the contributions to the US Constitution by individuals using primary source documents
· Describe the reasons for the organization of government in the US Constitution, Constitutional principles
· Describe the process of ratifying the US Constitution
· A living Constitution


C. Federalism 
· Varying degrees of centralization

· Advantages of federalism

· Disadvantages of federalism

· Compare delegated, concurrent, and reserved powers
· Vertical federalism

· Horizontal federalism

· Historical trends in the balance of power between national and state governments

· Ongoing disputes
II. Political beliefs and behaviors

A. Public Opinion and Political Socialization 
· What is public opinion, and how does it relate to government policy? 
· Consensus and division in public opinion

· Qualities of public opinion

· How is public opinion measured?

· Political socialization

· Public attitudes toward government

· The political spectrum

· Survey:  What are your political attitudes? 
III. Political parties, interest groups, and mass media

A. Interest Groups 
· Role of interest groups in American politics 
· Benefits of interest groups

· Types of interest groups

· Interest group strategies 
· Attempts to regulate interest group activities 

B. Political Parties 
· Analyze the development and growth of political parties

· What is the difference between a political party and an interest group?
· Functions of parties

· Analyze various influences on political parties
· Brief history of the American two-party system

· Three components of a party
· Role of citizens in parties

· Party organization

· The majors:  The Republican and Democratic parties
· The party-in-government 
· Why does the US have a two-party system?

· Minor or third parties

· Trends in party identification 

C. Campaigns, Nominations, and Elections

· Who is eligible to run, who actually runs, and why? 
· Describe the election process in federal, state, and local governments

· The modern political campaign
· Campaign strategies
· Campaign finance 
· The campaign for president 
· The primary season (nominating process)
· The national convention

· The general election

· How are elections conducted?  Discuss the complexities of vote tabulation and certifying elections
· How do voters decide? 
· Traditional and nontraditional forms of political participation 
· Critical elections:  Realignment and dealignment

D. The Media 
· Functions of the media

· Historical background

· Discuss the influence of media coverage on the political process
· Examine the influence of the Internet on the political process

· The media and campaigns

· The media and the government 
· Media regulation 
· Discuss biases in forming public opinion
IV. Institutions of national government
A. The Congress 
· Discuss the purpose of the legislative branch at the federal level 
· Discuss the authority and functions of the legislative branch at the federal level
· Discuss the organizational structure and procedural differences between the House and the Senate Is Congress representative of the general population?

· Congressional elections

· Reapportionment and redistricting

· Pay, perks, and privileges

· Congressional committees

· Formal leadership

· Factors influencing how members vote

· Describe the process by which a bill becomes a law 
· The budget process 
· Congressional ethics


B. The Presidency 
· Qualifications 
· Review process of becoming president 
· Discuss the purpose of the executive branch

· Should voters be able to recall an unpopular president? 

· Discuss the authority and functions of the president (roles or “hats” of the president)
· Discuss the organization of the executive branch

· The Vice-Presidency

· Presidential succession

· The tug-of-war between the President and Congress 
· Has the president become too powerful? 

C. The Bureaucracy 
· Bureaucracy as an organization
· Bureaucracies compared

· Theories of bureaucracy

· Growth of the bureaucracy

· Discuss the organization of the executive branch bureaucracy
· Attempts at reform 
· Bureaucrats as policymakers 
· Congressional oversight 

D. The Judiciary 
· Discuss the purpose of the federal judicial branch 
· The common law tradition

· Sources of American law

· The federal court system
· Judicial requirements

· Discuss the organizational structure, authority, and functions of the federal courts
· Parties and procedures

· The Supreme Court at work
· Selection of federal judges

· Judicial review 
· Checks on the judiciary 
V. Public policy


A. Domestic and Economic Policy 
· Steps in the policymaking process
· Models of the policymaking process

· Poverty and welfare
· Environmental policy

· Immigration policy

· The politics of economic decision-making

· Reasons for and sources of the national debt and deficit 

B. Foreign and Defense Policy 
· Define foreign policy
· National security policy
· The National Security Council

· Diplomacy

· Who makes foreign policy?

· Examine membership/involvement in multi-national organizations (e.g., UN, NATO, NAFTA)
VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties


A. Civil Liberties 

· What are civil liberties?

· Discuss the relevance of the study of civics 

· Selective incorporation 

· Freedom of religion

· Freedom of expression

· Freedom of the press
· Right to assemble and petition the government
· Analyze the fundamental rights of individuals as incorporated in the Bill of Rights
· Right to privacy
· Rights of the accused  
· Limits on conduct of police officers and prosecutors (Fourth Amendment)
· Exclusionary rule
· Death penalty

B. Civil Rights—Equal Protection 

· Analyze statutes and court cases that demonstrate how the US Constitution protects the rights of individuals from discrimination 
· Barriers to voting

· Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) and Brown v. Board of Education (1955)

· De facto v. de jure segregation

· The Civil Rights movement

· Examine changes in civil rights legislation (e.g., Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965, Civil Rights Act of 1968, affirmative action programs, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990)
· The Women’s Rights movement

· Affirmative action 

· Age discrimination

· Rights of Americans with disabilities 

· Rights of gays and lesbians

· Rights of juveniles

VII. State and Local Politics


A. State and Local Government 
· The US Constitution and the state governments 
· State constitutions

· Analyze the separation of powers and checks and balances at the state and local level

· Discuss the purpose, organization, authority, and functions of state executive branches
· Discuss the purpose, organization, authority, and functions of state legislatures
· Discuss the purpose, organization, authority, and functions of state judicial branches
· Discuss the organization of various forms of local government 
· Paying for state and local government 
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