Civics Ch. 9 and `10 Study Guide

1. What is a political party?

2. What are the two main political parties today?

3. How did the political party system start?

4. Who formed the Republican Party and when did this happen?
5. Who was the first Republican president?

6. What are single-issue parties?

7. What are ideological parties?

8. Why do third parties rarely win elections?

9. What is a multi-party system?

10. What do Democrats believe about the Federal government?

11. What do Republicans believe?

12. Define Platform.

13. Define Plank.

14. Who is the leader of the national committee?

15. What do they do?

16. What is the main job of the national committee?

17. What is the delegate’s first job?

18. Define precinct.

19. Define ward.

20. What are political machines
21. What did was Tammany Hall? 
22. How do political machines get votes from the needy?
23. What is a direct primary?
24. What is a closed primary?

25. What is an open primary?

26. Why do people favor the closed primary?

27. Why are some people against the closed primary?

28. What is plurality?

29. Know the 5  roles of the political parties.

Chapter 11 Study Guide

1. What is Public Opinion?
2. What factors play roles on public opinion?
3. What makes up the mass media?
4. How can mass media influence a person’s opinion?
5. How can elected officials influence public opinion?
6. Know the 3 components of public opinion and explain each one.
7. What do pollsters do?
8. How does the media decide what issues to bring to the public and promote?
9. How does the media help set the public agenda?
10. Why do elected officials need the media?
11. What is a trial balloon?
12. How does the media play a watchdog role in government?

13. How can the government control information the media reports on?
14. How is the media protected by the federal government?
15. What is prior restraint and is it constitutional?
16. What is the FCC and what do they do?
17. What are economic interest groups?
18. What do public interest groups do?
19. What are the three things that interest groups do to influence the government?
20. What do Political Action Committees do?
21. What do lobbyists do?
22. Know the 7 types of propaganda that labor unions use in advertisements and explain each one.
23. How are lobbyists and interest groups regulated by the federal government?
24. What are some criticisms of interest groups and lobbyists?

Primary Elections 

Hard Money

Soft Money

Initiative

Referendum

Recall

Runoff Elections  

Electoral College 

Political Action Committees (PACS)

Compare and contrast the different ideas about the role of government between Democrats and Republicans.(6)

26. What are the five roles of political parties? Briefly explain each role. (10)

1. Campaigning for Candidates
2. Informing Citizens
3. Help Manage Government
4. Linking the Different Levels of Government
5. Act as a Watchdog
24. List and describe three ways the media influences public opinion (we discussed 5 in class).

25. List three factors that shape our public opinion provide an explanation for each one.

26. What are two ways the government protects the media.

What is the Electoral College? Why do some people want to change it? (6)

List three of the five ways candidates get their opinions across to the public, provide an example for each. (9)

What happens if neither presidential candidate wins a majority of the electoral votes? (4)

